DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Health
Board of Pharmacy

Pharmacy Technicians — LAC 46:L111.905

The Louisiana Board of Pharmacy is exercising the emergency provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, specifically at R.S. 49:953.B, to amend its rules governing the process of obtaining a
pharmacy technician certificate by delaying the implementation of the requirement to complete a
nationally-accredited pharmacy technician training program as one of the qualifications to obtain the
credential.

Prior to June 2013, the rule required the pharmacy technician candidate to complete a training
program that was approved by the Board. In response to stakeholder input requesting flexibility in how
those programs were to be established, the Board permitted programs to be established at individual
pharmacies in addition to universities, community and technical colleges, as well as proprietary schools.
Over the course of approximately ten years, the Board tracked the state’s pass rate on the national
certification program and observed a steady decrease. The Board determined that workplace training
alone was not sufficient and, in June 2013 instituted a change — to begin in January 2016 — that would
require the training program to be nationally accredited. The three year delay was intended to increase
the number of such nationally accredited programs in the state.

During their meeting in November 2015, the Board entertained a request from some chain
pharmacies to further delay the implementation of the accreditation requirement until 2020, citing their
concerns with some of the accreditation standards. The Board took note of the increased number of
accredited programs in the state, from one in 2013 to over a dozen in 2015. The Board also took note of
the continuing decrease in the state pass rate on the national certification examination, with a 45% pass
rate in 2015. The Board also received input the requirement should be transferred from those persons
submitting applications for the technician certificate to those persons submitting applications for the
technician candidate registration, to eliminate the difficulty for persons who start under the previous rule
and attempt to finish under the new rule. The Board agreed to a one year delay in the accreditation
requirement, and since there was not sufficient time to promulgate a change in the rule before the current
January 1, 2016 implementation date, the Board determined that an emergency rule was necessary.
During the one-year delay, the Board planned to promulgate the additional change to transfer the
requirement for completion of an accredited program as a qualification for the pharmacy technician
certificate to require enrollment in an accredited program as a qualification for the pharmacy technician
candidate registration.

The Board has determined that failure to implement the emergency rule will cause interruptions
in the licensure process for pharmacy technicians, potentially causing a decrease in the number of
pharmacy technicians in the available workforce. The Board has determined this emergency rule is
necessary to prevent imminent peril to the public health, safety, and welfare. The original declaration of
emergency was effective November 30, 2015. Although the Board is working on the changes, they need
more time; therefore, they have directed the revision of the implementation date from 2017 to 2018. This
revised Emergency Rule is effective July 10, 2017 and shall remain in effect for the maximum time
period allowed under the Administrative Procedure Act or until adoption of the final rule, whichever shall
first occur.

Malcolm J Broussard
Executive Director
Louisiana Board of Pharmacy
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Chapter 9. Pharmacy Technicians

8905. Pharmacy Technician Certificate

A -A3a ...

b. For those applicants submitting applications on or after January 1, 2018,
the applicant shall demonstrate successful completion of a nationally-
accredited and board-approved pharmacy technician training program, as
evidenced by a valid and legible copy of the appropriate credential from
that program.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:1212.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of Pharmacy, LR
14:708 (October 1988), effective January 1, 1989, repromulgated LR 19:1025 (August 1993), LR 30:2486
(November 2004), effective January 1, 2005, amended LR 38:1235 (May 2012), amended LR 39:1777
(July 2013), amended LR
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